Grant gets medicines to needy 
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COURTHOUSE - Twenty-six needy Norristown area residents already are receiving prescription drugs they previously could not afford. 

	



And the Visiting Nurses Association stands ready to help others enjoy that same benefit. 
Underwritten with a $175,000 federal grant secured by Montgomery County, the VNA in May launched a pilot program to connect needy children, adults and seniors to pharmaceutical manufacturers' assistance programs that provide these eligible residents with prescription drugs at no or little cost. 
Maureen Ennis, who coordinates the program for the VNA, Friday estimated that the average savings on a three-month supply of medications for each client has been about $615. 
To date, the program has screened 66 candidates. The VNA is able to help even those who do not qualify for the manufacturers' programs by helping them to enroll in state and federal subsidized drug prescription programs, according to Ennis. 
Many of the cases are "absolutely heart-rending," said Ennis. 
For example, one woman was earning $1,000 a month while having to pay out $500 a month for her prescriptions. 
Others have been maxing out their credit cards to pay for prescriptions "and have no hope of ever paying off this debt," she said. 
In other instances, said Ennis, people are going without food or gas or not paying their utility bills or rent to buy the drugs they need to live. Others go without the prescribed medication or take it in lesser amounts than prescribed, she said. 
"People are being forced to make just horrible, horrible choices," said Ennis. 
People, even those with insurance, should call the VNA's toll-free phone number, 1-877-747-7257, during normal business hours to find out whether they qualify for the program. 
The program currently is limited to residents of the Norristown area although county human services and health officials said they hope to expand the program to other areas in the county within the next two years. 
County officials targeted the Norristown area for the pilot program because about 10,500 residents in that area are without any prescription insurance. 
In announcing the program earlier this year, county human services Director Joseph Roynan estimated that, countywide, there are some 59,000 residents who do not have prescription drug insurance. 
While many pharmaceutical companies make medications available at no or little cost to qualified applicants, most people do not know about these offers, according to Roynan. 
The object of the program, called "Rx Support," is to assist residents in learning about these programs, helping them secure the necessary documentation and then aiding them in completing the sometimes complex paperwork needed to qualify for the programs.
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